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Purpose of Demonstration  

The demonstration took place in Jerusalem Municipality, Safra's Square as a main disruption 
to the festivities that are taking place on the occasion of the Jewish major Religious Holiday 

of September. rdthat started on the 23 i(booths)1Sukkoth 
 

The purpose of this demonstration came to quiver the Jewish-Israeli feelings of having a 

normal life, at the time their government continue to occupy and violate the other side of 

the city as well as continue to build settlements, particularly Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan.  

"Since the occupation of the West Bank in1967, Israeli governments have endeavored 
steadily and unceasingly to alter the Arab character of East Jerusalem by fostering a critical 
Jewish mass – territorial as well as demographic – that creates a new geopolitical reality 
dominated by Israel. That process, called explicitly by the Israeli right as "Judaization”, is 
aimed at assuming control of the East Jerusalem by "de-Arabizing" it at the expense of its 

ii(Margalit,p.7)"opulation and Arab heritage.Palestinian p 
 

The old Jerusalem Municipality building was one of the four public buildings constructed in 
Jerusalem by the British administration. Since its erection in 1930 the city has grown tenfold 
and the municipality offices, which multiplied and expanded accordingly, were scattered in 
nearby buildings and elsewhere throughout the city. These include the houses on the other 
side of Jaffa road that were built by the Americans at the end of the last century and were 
leased to the Municipality. 

 
The Square - named after the Brazilian Jewish Safra family who were major contributors to 

iiiis used for various assemblies and events. -the project  

 
 Every year, the Jerusalem municipality sets up the largest Sukkah in Israel, measuring about 
1000 square meters. 

 
In the last few years the "Sukkah"(which is the singular form of the plural word "Sukkoth"), 
has attracted over 100,000 visitors each holiday, and is open to the public. The Sukkah was 
opened from the conclusion of the holiday on 23.9.2010 and stayed open till 23:00. It was 
reopened at the conclusion of the Sabbath on 25.9.10, and stay opened Sunday through 
Tuesday, on the intermediate days of Sukkoth, 26-28.10.2010. 

 

 
1 The Festival of Sukkot begins on Tishri 15, the fifth day after Yom Kippur. Sukkot is also referred to as the Season of 

Rejoicing. Sukkot is the last of the Shalosh R'galim (three pilgrimage festivals). Like Passover and Shavu'ot, Sukkot has a dual 

significance: historical and agricultural. Historically, Sukkot commemorates the forty-year period during which the children of 
Israel were wandering in the desert, living in temporary shelters. Agriculturally, Sukkot is a harvest festival and is sometimes 

referred to as the Festival of Ingathering. Sukkot lasts for seven days. The two days following the festival, Shemini Atzeret and 

Simchat Torah, are separate holidays but are related to Sukkot and are commonly thought of as part of Sukkot.  

 

 

http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/tishri.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/yomkippur.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/shalosh.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/passover.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/shavuot.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/shemini.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/simchat.htm


This year the Sukkah was dedicated to the subject of Aliya (the immigration of Jews to Israel) 
 ivand the Diaspora. 

 
On the same day , at the time of the demonstration , the mayor of Jerusalem and his wife 
were to receive the residents of Jerusalem and visitors in the municipality Sukkah. The 
Mayor was also scheduled to have a reception of pensioners at the same time. 

 

The Organizers 
 
The organizers of the demonstration are different Israeli political and peace organizations, 

mainly composed of a coalition of organizations such as, the Coalition of Women for Peace2, 

ICAHD3, B'tzelem4, Rabbis for human Rights5 , AIC6 , and other political and peace activists as 

well as  international interns and activists. 

The Demonstration addressed in its flyers the severe violations of the Israeli governments 

towards Palestinian rights, and marked the murder of Samer Sarhan from Silwan 

neighborhood on the 22nd of September, as well as the amputation of the  Coexistence 

Sukka that was built by Palestinian and Israelis in Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood by the Israeli 

Police forces on the same dayv .  

 

 

2Ten Israeli women's groups make up the Coalition of Women for a Just Peace, who organized the worldwide vigil on June 8, 
2001: Bat Shalom – The Israeli side of The Jerusalem Link – A Women’s Joint Venture for Peace (est. 1993)  e-mail:  
batshalo@netvision.net.il  website: www.batshalom.org .  
Women in Black – holding weekly vigils throughout Israel  (est. 1988).  
Women and Mothers for Peace – Former activists of the Four Mothers Movement –instrumental in promoting the Israeli 
withdrawal from Lebanon.  
Women Engendering Peace – Promoting a culture of peace in Israel.  
New Profile - Movement for the Civil-ization of Israeli Society – Addresses issues of militarism and gives support to 
conscientious objectors in Israel (since 1998) web site: www/newprofile.org  
WILPF –Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom - Israeli chapter.  
TANDI –  Movement of Democratic Women for Israel (est. 1951).  
Noga  Feminist Magazine  
NELED – An acronym for “Women for Coexistence”.  
Machsom-Watch – a group of women who monitor and prevent human rights violations at checkpoints.  

  
3 ICAHD is a non-violent, direct-action organization established in 1997 to resist Israeli demolition of Palestinian houses in the 
Occupied Territories — 24,000 as of this writing and counting. As we gained knowledge of the brutalities of the Occupation, we 
expanded our resistance activities to other areas – land expropriation, settlement expansion, by-pass road construction, 
policies of "closure" and "separation," the wholesale uprooting of fruit and olive trees, the Separation Barrier/Wall, the siege of 
Gaza and more 

4 B'TSELEM - The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories was established in 1989 by a group of 
prominent academics, attorneys, journalists, and Knesset members. It endeavors to document and educate the Israeli public 
and policymakers about human rights violations in the Occupied Territories, combat the phenomenon of denial prevalent 
among the Israeli public, and help create a human rights culture in Israel.  

5Rabbis for Human Rights (RHR) was established with the purpose of giving voice to the Zionist ideal and the Jewish religious 
tradition of human rights. Since its inception in 1988, RHR has championed the cause of the poor in Israel, supported the rights 
of Israel’s minorities and Palestinians, worked to stop the abuse of foreign workers, endeavored to guarantee the upkeep of 
Israel’s public health care system, promoted the equal status of women, helped Ethiopian Jews, battled trafficking in women, 
and more.  
6 The Alternative Information Center (AIC) was established in 1984 by Palestinian and Israeli grassroots activists as a binational 
organisation to promote the human and national rights of the Palestinian people and a just peace for Palestinians and Israelis 
based on progressive principles and respect for international law. 



Methodology , Convincing and Convinced 

In the absence of national media (Israeli) that delivers information about the Israeli 

government continuous violations and crimes against Palestinians, and in the continuous 

attempt of Judaizing the land and ignoring the existence of Palestinians in all Israeli media, 

this demonstration can be an important as well as an effective tool in moving the public 

opinion.  

The media don’t understand the nature of international law. It’s not like tough traffic laws. 7"
Much of it is customary law. The decisive question is how enlightened countries conduct 
themselves. We in Israel are in a key position in the development of law in this field because 
we are on the front lines in the fight against terrorism. This is gradually being recognized 
both in the Israeli legal system and abroad. After the debate before the High Court of Justice 
on the issue of targeted killings there was no need to revise the document 

What we are doing is becoming the law. These are concepts that are not purely legal, but 

)85-halper,p.69"(.viical elementsalso contain strong eth 

 
The target group that the demonstrators focus on is Jewish people, mainly settlers and 

religious and all relatively right winged Israelis. 

 Choosing the demonstration as a method is one among other methods of resistance and 

expression.  

The organizers have long experience in such demonstrations. To most it is inside their daily 

life in terms of work and professions. Their participation is not an act of solidarity, as much 

as it is an act of belief in the necessity of changing the Israeli policy towards Palestinians and 

Ending the Occupation, and to most of them, this belief comes from genuine Zionist and 

Jewish ideals that has been signaling strong alerts of threat towards the Jewish and Israeli 

existence if Israel continue to behave the way it is behaving until today.  

The Demonstrators are also aware of their rights as citizens ,and are also aware that the 

Israeli police force cannot defy them and abuse them the way they breach Palestinians. 

Media Coverage:  

The event itself, the festival, as part of the municipality's major activities for this holiday, 

was highly covered by media. The demonstration took a very big share of the coverage, if 

not all, because it was an attractive topic for media, that usually, one cannot find all the 

coverage for such activities by these groups. 

 

 

 

 
7 Prof. Asa Kasher of Tel Aviv University, an Israel Prize laureate in philosophy, is the 
philosopher who told the IDF that it was possible. In a recent interview with Ha’aretz, 
Kasher said the army operated in accordance with a code of conduct developed about 

five years ago for fighting terrorism. 



 Communicating their massage? Do the used methods (posters, 

speeches, press…etc.) work? How? 

The demonstration was highly organized and it was categorized with:  

• A good framework and proper distribution of time.  

• It was evolving in terms of people, whereas, it started with a few people. 

• The distribution took place on two different levels: 

o The first level was trying to get inside the Sukka of the festival, 

o The second level was organizing the group in a corner side around the Square. 

• The objective was to try to make a force field pressure on the spectators, both the 

regular passersby's and those already inside the Sukka. Even though the main 

objective was to make a demonstration inside the Sukka.  

• Leaflets were distributed in Hebrew, since they directly addressed Israeli public.  

• Speeches and Signs were used properly. The number of signs was enough and 

expressive. The speeches, were short and even though were not clear, because the 

sound was too low with the disruption of the music from the festival, but yet it 

made a disruption to the festival. 

 

Participants’ behavior in the space/site, towards police, Israelis and 
Palestinians. Where do they stand and how they move and why? 

 

The organizers and participants were gathering in different directions in small groups . 

It appears that there was a plan among the participants that if they failed to get all inside the 

Sukka, they will demonstrate on the entrance, and that was what took place. Shortly police 

were dragging the participants who managed to enter the Sukka, and showed their T-shirts 

of Stopping Occupation. 

The participants were prepared to enter a debate and make a chaos around them in order to 

attract journalists and more spectators around them as the Police and Security forces were 

pushing them outside the Sukka. The dragged participants tried to keep the debate with the 

Security forces as long as possible.    

It was obvious that the demonstrators were trained into non violent aspects of behavior in 

situation of clashes. Even though they could argue and debate to the end , but they were 

very careful in not to get in clashes with the Security and Police forces, except for a single 

case when one of the activists who managed to enter the Sukka was arrested , but it wasn’t 

clear what happened inside prior her arrest. In this case also, the participants were ready to 

use the incitement, and more journalist and cameramen were gathered, and the arrested 

activist was trying to make a scene out of the arrest.   

The participants succeeded in not allowing the debating side to violate them physically and 

as well as managed not to provoke the police and security who were also not in for violence.  



This was one of the events that violence was not likely to occur ,or to be allowed to occur , 

for the importance of the holiday and the sensitivity of the place .  

 

Concluding Thoughts 

In this exhausting conflict to Israelis who strive to make a changing standpoint to the Israeli 

public, whom they believe are strongly brainwashed and isolated from the harsh reality of 

the Israeli occupation and tremendous violations to the Palestinian rights. Such groups find 

themselves isolated and degraded in their own societies, and yet, endeavor to save what 

they believe of their old Zionist dream with a humane perspective.  

To many it has been an ongoing struggle trying to convince their peers and fellow people 

that the continuation of occupation will only result in worse consequences on Israel's 

international situation .  

Even though, these groups were sucked from their energies to become more isolated by the 

Israeli society, they also saved Israel's face as a democratic country that allows plurality and 

self expression. 

And yet , such demonstrations, are still imperative on certain levels . Demonstrations cannot 

serve as mere acts of expression, but they can be helpful with other means of expressions.  

This demonstration, comes in one of those times when Israelis don’t want to look and face 

the other side of reality that is expressed by their fellow Jews and Israelis . It felt to many as 

a stab in the heart. 

  The scene of how t-shirts were starting to show up was  fastidious, as well as how the 

slogans started to pop up one after the other. 

 The participants needed to act quickly in terms of showing their slogans and their t-shirts. 

The amount of participants, who started as barely ten, and start doubling into more than 

a hundred was very impressive. 

 They were all ready to enter direct and strong debates.  

The demonstration succeeded in attracting a large number of people inside the festival.  

The organizers succeeded in making small debate groups with some settlers or religious 

fundamentalists. 

The previous notes in my observation , reflect a successful performance , in terms of 

organization, reaching the target and fulfilling objective. 

 

   

  



 

 

 

 

 
ii http://www.jewfaq.org/holiday5.htm 
ii Margalit Meir, Seizing Control of Space in East Jerusalem, Sifrei Eliat GAG –Tel Aviv, 2010. 
iii http://www.jerusalem.muni.il/jer_main/defaultnew.asp?lng=2 
iv  http://www.jerusalem.muni.il/jer_sys/sukkot2010/eng/sukkot2010_eng.asp 
v Leaflet distributed on the site. 
vi Halper Jeff, Obstacles to Peace, ISBN : 978-965-90262-1-4fourth edition,2009 


